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This September issue marks the end of
my first year as volunteer managing editor
of Voices of Central Pennsylvania. We’re
using it to honor work and respect workers.
It started as a celebration of Labor Day, but
it extends to so much more. Some of the
hardest workers in our country are invisible;
their work just isn’t recognized or honored.
We hope this issue of Voices we can all
remember and thank the people who keep
our community running.

In that vein, I’m taking the opportunity to
recognize the workers who have pulled
Voices together for the last year. Our volun-
teers – from undergraduate students who
get the interviews to our hardworking edi-
tors, to our mentors, distribution brigade
and others who take time from their full
work days and families to donate a few
hours a week to keeping Voices going and
growing. 

The September issue is always a particu-
larly difficult one, since so many people are
away, so I’d like to point out the hard work
of L. Reidar Jensen, our Politics and
Economics editor, who kept the stories

coming in while many of us were away. 
I also want highlight some successes and

challenges of my first year. It was a steep
learning curve when it came to running a
business, but thanks to our treasurer, the
ongoing leadership of Art Goldschmidt and
other supportive folks, we were able to put
new systems in place to track income and
expenses. This work helped get us on a bet-
ter financial footing than we’ve been in
years, (in other words, we’re no longer in
debt), but we aren’t out of the woods yet.
Only the continued support of our current
advertisers is keeping us going, so please let
them know you saw their ad in Voices. It
matters!

Second, we have been able to improve
our writing and reporting. Our community
mentors have been key in helping our
reporters find the best stories and the best
way to tell those stories. If you’re interest-
ed, we still have some sections that need
mentors, and most people mentor by email. 

Third, we went to a full color photo cover
that we hope will catch the eye of passers-
by and improve our readership numbers.
Also on the aesthetic front, this is our first
issue printed on standard tabloid paper.
Printers tell me the whole industry went to
this size a few years ago, but no one both-
ered to tell us, so we’ve been paying a pre-
mium for our larger page size. Now we can
shop our print work around and make sure
our advertisers and contributors are getting
the most for their money. 

We’ve also rebuilt our Web site to include
an interactive calendar and free blogging
space. Check it out at www.voicesweb.org.

Finally, we have organized community
events to draw Voices supporters together
for fun, music, good food and great conver-
sation. We will continue to do so, and hope
we see you at the next one!

Thank you again for your support of
Voices of Central Pennsylvania. We are all
volunteer and we are all heart – the heart of
the Centre Region. We couldn’t do it with-
out the feedback, time and money you
donate to this local, community effort.

Workers: The key to any progress
from the desk of Managing Editor

Suzan Erem


